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The Present and Future of Shitsukan Research

Hidehiko KoMATSU

Shitsukan means perception of materials and surface qualities of natural and man-made objects based
on visual, somatosensory and auditory sensory signals. Shitsukan plays important roles in our daily life,
but systematic attempts to understand the mechanisms of Shitsukan have emerged only recently. In this
article, I will introduce current situations where the problems of Shitsukan are actively challenged by the
cooperative efforts across different fields such as technological science, psychophysics and neuroscience.
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